
THE EMERALD CITY
Forgct free concierge and car scrvice-e-cco-friendly amenities are bccoming the must-have perks du jour,

by Lois Heiss

GR EEN GOODS AND GADG ETS are making
life in apartments, homes, and offices th rough out

Manh attan be tter all aro und, enviro nmentally
spea king. Morc bu tldtng proje cts arc going
the earth-friendly route because of government
mand ates as well as commitments by architects
and manufacturers to create and use items that will
make living eas ier, now and in th e future.

THEY DO WINDOWS

High-quality air-filtering systems. coaled win­
dews, lighting that automatically adjusts (0 the
brightness of the sky , and sys tems that use recy-

cled water to hydrate lawns and even flush toilets
are among the most commonly found devices.

Due to legislation enacted by former Governor
Georg e Pataki , all new buildings in Battery Park
City are being built to a green standard . For exam­
pie. the new Tower Residences being constructed
by Millennium Partn ers will be partially fueled by
solar panels on the roof, according to John
Gtammarella, president of construction for
Golham Construction. "Technology for solar pan­
els is improving every day," says Giammarella.

DO NT THROW THE BABY OUT

WITH THE BLACKWATER
On e innovation that makes some wrinkle their
noses is the use of vblackwater;" G raywater is wa ter

from sinks and showers that's treated and used to
wat er lawns. Blackwater, on the other hand, comes

from toilet flushin g. "They trea t it, separate it, and it
goes back," explains Gtammarellu. And where
does It go back to? Why, to toilet tanks, of cours e.
"There's a tremendous savings on water because
n's constantly being reused," he adds.

You definitely don't want your toolhbrush
falling in there.

INTO THE FOREST
The Tower Residences projec t will also save
ene rgy due to the use of newer ballasts for fluo­
rescent lighting and en ergy -efflctent appliances;
additionally, it will incorporate renewable woods
from forests that are certified for their steward­
ship of dwind ling resources. Bamboo is a new
architectural green favorite because its slender
reeds grow tremendous ly fast and are flexible
and sturdy enough for furniture and flooring.
Poplar is ano ther popul ar wood .

Riverhouse at One Rockefeller Park, also a

Battery Park City project, will hav e a roof garden
of plants, trees, fru it, grasses, and shrubs that will
cover 75 percent of its surface. It will also maintain
apartment-temperature levels with the first-ever
residential triple-glass exterior. And a "standing
column geothermal well" will channel the
stable temp erature of the earth and deep ground­
water (more than 250 feet below the surface) to
provide heating and cooling for the lobby areas.

Another green roo f is being planted
Downtown at 255 Hudson, a project now being
devel oped by Apollo Real Estate with Metro­
politan Housing Partners.

Extell Developm ent's building at 86th Street
and Lexington Avenue, designed by Cook + Fox,
will be the Upper East Sid e's first LEED-certified
green building. (And to help kee p yo ur body
"green" as well, ~enilies will include a La
Pales tra Fitness Ce nte r and Spa.)

A FIRM HAND IS NE EDE D

Th e green trend is even extending beyond con­
struction. janitorial and maintenance company
Guardian Service Indusbies has just become the
first totally green cleaning company in its field.
The switch involved retraining staff, introdudng
new equipment and chemicals, and implementing
safe packaging and shipping of green-seal certified
products. "We decided to go green because it's the
right thing to do," says Guardian CEO Sandy
Herzfeld, "and this is the right time to do n,"

Now being "green cleaned" are U:L Holding

Co mpany's 195Broadway, and all ofJack Resnic k
& Sons' Manhatlan office buil dings , including 110
East 59tll Stree t, 880 Third Avenue, ·185 Madison
Avenue, 75 Park Place, and W9 Water Street,

In addition to using cleaning materials that
don't give off those gaseous "new building" odors
that often come from items like formaldehyde
glues, green buildings also use a great deal of
recycled content in everything from carpeting to
kitchen cabinets, says GiammareUa. Even the
beautiful, colorful glass tiles used in many of the
new projects are typically mad e from the same
bottl es you grudgingly drag back jo the super­
market or separate and pu t out on recycling day.

Personal ly, I'm waiting to see who comes up
with Polartec carpeting . (G]
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